





R.T.s call on Congress to ensure patient safety

By Ceela McElveny

WASHINGTON, D.C. -
Dressed in white lab coats and
armed with examples of poor x-ray
images, more than 100 radiologic
technologists from around the
country trekked the halls of Con-
gress on March 9 to gain lawmaker
support for the Consumer
Assurance of Radiologic
Excellence bill.

The technologists, who
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R.T.(R)(CT)(QM), told Miit
Reimers, the legislative assistant
for Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash.
“That’'s why we need the federal
government to step in and set a
minimum requirement.”

Joining R.T. in D.C. this year
were three radiography students —
Cherish Dow from Washing-
ton, Keith Lott from Missis-
sippi and Melissa Mace from

Missouri. The students said

were in town for ASRT's N they were thrilled to partici-
annual R.T. in D.C. pate in the grass-roots
meeting, visited nearly / / o\ k\\ event. “I'd love to do
300 congressional s ——,, this every year,” said

offices during a 10-
hour marathon on
Capitol Hill.

By day’s end,
ASRT Director of
Government
Relations Chris-
tine Lung pre-
dicted that the R.T.s’ hard work
would boost the number of House
cosponsors for the CARE bill to
more than 90. The House version
of the bill, H.R. 1214, had 74
cosponsors going into the R.T. in
D.C. meeting.

The CARE bill would set
federal minimum standards of
education and certification for
personnel who deliver radiation
therapy and perform all types of
medical imaging examinations,
except sonography. Currently,
people with no education or experi-
ence can be hired to perform
radiologic examinations in 12
states.

And even in the 38 states
where the profession is regulated,
laws vary widely. “In Washington,
anyone who pays $35 and watches
a seven-hour AIDS video can
obtain a license to take x-rays,”
Pamela Lee, M.Ed.,
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Ms. Dow, who then
quickly corrected

“but the CARE bill
is going to pass
this year, right?

So we won't
need to come
back.”

But ASRT lobbyist Dave
Goch, who is with the D.C. law firm
Webster, Chamberlain and Bean,
reminded technologists that the
legislative process can be a long,
slow journey. “More than 8,000
bills have been introduced so far
during this session of Congress,
with more to come. The CARE bill
isn't just a small fish in a big pond;
it's a small fish on the autobahn.”

Still, optimism was high
among most technologists.
“There’s a strong feeling on the
House side of the Capitol that the
CARE bill will move through com-
mittee and be heard on the floor of
the House this year,” reported Gary
Duehring, Ph.D., R.T.(R)}(M), of
Michigan.

As part of this year’s R.T. in
D.C. meeting, the ASRT presented
an Award for Excellence in Radio-
legic Sciences Advocacy to the

bill's Senate sponsor, Mike Enzi,
R-Wyo.

When he introduced the bill in
the Senate in June 2003, Sen.
Enzi said, “What would you say if
you knew that the individual help-
ing to direct your course of treat-
ment is someone who has done
nothing more to earn his or her
credentials than spend a few
weeks getting some on the job
training? Unfortunately, that's an all
too common occurrence with the
present state of our health care
system.”

The ASRT presented a sec-
ond award to Rep. Mike Doyle, D-
Pa., a House cosponsor of the
CARE bill. “Patients’ lives are often
riding on the outcomes of these
procedures, and it is the height of
irresponsibility to allow individuals
to do this work without proper
training,” Rep. Doyle said recently.

That was the same message
R.T.s worked to drive home in
every congressional office they
visited. In the office of Sen. Ben
Nelson, D-Neb., legislative assis-
tants listened carefully as constitu-
ents Bev Niewohner, R.T.(R);
Karen Prouty, R.T.(R); and Randy
Prouty, R.T.(R), displayed samples
of poor quality x-ray films. The
images were taken before 1993,
when Nebraska began licensing
radiologic technologists.

One exam, of a child’s
clavicle, was performed on a
14x17 piece of film that captured
everything from the child’s sinuses
to her lower ribs. “This little girl was
overexposed to radiation because
the person who took this image
had no idea what they were doing,”
Ms. Niewohner said. “This is
exactly what the CARE bill is trying
to prevent.”

Courtesy of ASRT



The Radiographer

Anne Rutz M.Ed. RT(R)(M), Editor
P.O. Box 881

Columbia, MO 65205-0881

5"
NORMAN L HENTE
3708 JOYCE ST

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE
PAID

¥ MAIL
SEDALIA, MO

'ALL FOR AADC 630

GRANITE CITY, IL 62040-4236 ’
'lllllll'l"llllllll"‘llll'll'll'lllll"ll'll“.lll‘llll'lll'

MSRT student intern shares views on ‘RT in DC’

By Melissa Mace

This year, RT in DC was a
first for me. As the student,u er&
for the MSRT, | had the oppo
to join three of my fellow board-
members in Washington, D.C. to
lobby for the CARE bill. In addition,
I had the opportunity to meet with
other RT’s from across the country.

learning experience. It was inter-
esting to see how the legislative

However, RT in DC wasn't all
business meetings all the time.

+4 fpgoSpIoks. Morf .‘mﬁﬂmwn...,YV?.nqg,mavtmf.:onﬁpnvnmes to

ook an active role in helping to
push the CARE bill forward.

The members of the MSRT
met with Missouri's representatives
and senators to show our support
for the CARE bill. Staff and legisla-

have fun around Washington, D.C.
Between some sight-seeing,
meeting some interesting locals,
and just joking around together, we
all had a great time creating fun
memories of our trip. If the oppor-

The five days we spent in
Washington D.C. were not only an
exciting and busy time, but also a

tors alike were receptive and
supportive. Altogether, it was a
very positive experience.

tunity comes again, | hope | have
the chance to be involved in RT in
DC once more.

By Anne Rutz
There is good news regarding the hearing for
our State House bill HB 1214. Several MSRT

We brought up the importance of reducing
repeats, education, and the seeming lack of
common sense in professions that require a
license versus Radiography. | think the best quote
of the day goes to Tammy Decker from Cox who
said, “My hairdresser needs a license to prove she
is qualified to operate a scissors and comb, but |
don’t need anything to operate high voltage equip-

Board members attended the hearing and testified.

MSRT board members attend HB 1214 hearings

ment that produces ionizing radiation aimed at
patients.” The hearing went extremely well, AND
there was no testimony in opposition to the bill.
NONE. That has nevér happened before.

Congratulatlons on a very successful day that
happened because &f the work of all of you. |
especially want to thank the students from State
Fair Community College who came on their day off
to support the bill. We filled the hearing room; it
was a great show of support! Don't forget to write
your congressman to ask the committee to vote it to
the floor for consideration.




